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Sadly at the start of the year Cathy Downing stepped 
down as one of our trustees, but we are delighted that 
Christine Mounsey  agreed to take up the place.  
 Christine’s professional career has involved 
improving the health and wellbeing of Liverpool 
residents, particularly in the north of the city. 
Growing up in Anfield, surrounded by her large 

Italian family, has given her a passion for working with people. With 
13years experience of working on Public Health and Health 
Promotion programmes, Christine has recently started working on 
Liverpool Football Club’s Red Neighbours programmes which 
focuses on four key areas: Food Poverty and Food Education, 
Supporting the Elderly Community, Promoting a Physically Active 
Community and Creating Memorable Experiences for Young Local 
People. She hopes this programme will create and sustain 
relationships with residents, community groups, councillors, churches 
etc. within the L4, 5 and 6 areas. 
 
We look forward to what Christine can contribute to the third of our 
aims as a parish through EAT, ‘investing in our community.’ 

And we love change don’t we? The change that is 
happening during the summer is in many ways a sad 
time Jack leaves us to begin his teaching career, a 
member of Holy Trinity since a child; Darren & 
Alice, only with us for two years yet  so much a part 
of the life of the parish, flying off to Hong Kong and 
finally Kelvin & Margaret, including his curacy 
nearly 12 years, sail off into the 
sunset and retirement. But we 
must not forget Helen, in some 
ways not leaving completely, 
yet, but begins that process. 
Helen will remain a member of 
Walton Breck and work as the 
parish administrator but will 
begin her training towards 
ordination by being on 
placement at All Saints Church 
in Kensington. 

The area continues to change New neighbours in 
Hartnup Street and more new housing going up 
along Oakfield Road. The stadium along with the 
new shop continues to grow and the new hotel will 
soon begin. All changes that will ultimately 
transform the whole area. 

So it’s all change or that is how it will seem but 
some things will not, our vision remains ‘To Make 
Christ Known,’ for that has always been the task of 
the church given to it by its Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ and God’s love for us never changes, they are 
the bedrock on which we face all aspects of life, 
including death itself. 

The work of building up three 
congregations, Christ Church, Holy 
Trinity and Four Oaks Messy 
Church will remain, as our 
investment into our community will 
continue particularly through our 
charity Everton & Anfield 
Together,. Much still do and that 
will never change for us as God’s 
people. So on with the change and 
let's as best we can face the 
challenge and embrace all the good 

opportunities this brings to us. 

If you are having holidays, either going away or 
relaxing at home, have an enjoyable time and 
remember to make it a holy-day as well by visiting a 
local church for worship. 

Sunday 27th August 
11am                        

Morning Worship 
 

Please join us for a joint 
service at Christ Church as 
we say goodbye to Margaret 

& Kelvin as they                   
‘sail off’ into retirement. 
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In May of this year we welcomed a very special 
visitor to Christ Church, Percy the Penguin.             
Percy has joined us on a permanent basis and will 

be watching over 
the car park for 
many years to 
come! 
Big thanks goes to          
Ken & Bill our 
hardworking 
Maintenance Team 
for helping Percy 
to settle in and feel 
at home. 

All over the world people have heard about Anfield – 
mainly for the football. But people from thousands of 
miles away are now settling in our area of north 
Liverpool and are getting involved in our two churches. 
At Holy Trinity, for instance, we have family groups 
and single people from some African countries and from 
south Asia. We also have men (some single and some 
married) from Iran, and so during our services we make 
Bibles available in Farsi and Kurdish Sorani. Four men 
from Iran were baptised by full immersion on the grass 
outside Holy Trinity on Sunday morning 11th June. 
Three other men are preparing for baptism. And these 
seven guys and a few others take part each week in the 
Christianity Explored and Life Explored courses which 
include video presentations, Bible discussion and a 
cooked dinner. 

Our music and our shared food in our two churches is 
becoming more international. Three of 
the Iranian men are involved in the 
worship band at Holy Trinity. And 
some of our regular worshippers from 
African and south Asian countries 
have brought along some of their food 
specialities as refreshments after our 
morning services. They have also 

contributed towards the shared lunches which have 
always been quite special when we’ve had times of 
celebration at Christ Church and at Holy Trinity. 

 By Paul Stevenson 

 
 
 

Three boys from the 10th Liverpool Boys 
Brigade were presented with their 
Queens Badge and certificate 
 on 14th May at South Chadderton 
Methodist Church in Oldham, by the 
Lord Lieutenant of Greater Manchester, 
Warren Smith KStJ JP.    
 Connor Burke, Matthew Telfer and 
Jordan Archer who have all been in the 

company from the age of six, progressed through from 
Anchor to Junior and Company/Senior gaining awards on the 
way to the most prestige award available their Queen's Badge 
which takes a minimum of 18 months to complete. This was 
an honour for the company, their families and most of all 
the young men themselves.  Well done to all three.  

I was asked for some of my thoughts 
on the last 10 years in the life of our 
church. There have been lots of 
changes, some small and some major 
ones, not least the forming of the new 
parish of Walton Breck Christ Church 
& Holy Trinity. There were lots of 
discussions on the best way forward, 
some good some not so good, but I 
believe, as always God led us to this 
decision and so it came to be. 
I believe another calling from God for 
our Church and especially for myself 
was to establish a Debt Advice 
Centre, again various discussions took 
place but again I believe God's words, 
"Release the captives an let the 
prisoners free" finally said to me that 
this was right to do and in November 
2010 the Centre opened. We have 
carried out God's instructions and 
certainly I know that we have set a lot 
of 'prisoners free' of debt. I myself am 
no longer involved in this ministry but 
I know that the amazing work 
continues by dedicated people. 

On a personal point there have been 
many challenges over the past 10 
years. Being a Christian for me is not 
always a walk in the park or 'Garden 
of Eden', it can be difficult at times. 
Often I find myself being drawn into 
situations and/or conversations where 
I really feel uncomfortable or don’t 
want to be but somehow become a 
player in the game. Afterwards I feel 
uneasy and pray to God for 
forgiveness for letting Him down and 
not being strong enough to say NO 
and not be drawn in so easily. This 
has challenged me on many occasions 
and after speaking to a friend about 
these 'worldly' challenges I went to 
bed that night and prayed to God for 
strength and asking what  can I do and 
for guidance. 
Falling asleep that night I had a 
dream, the scene was a beach and a 
set of footprints were showing in the 
sand (many of you know that 
Footprints is my favourite story) but 
as I took a closer look at the prints it 

appeared there were a set of large 
footprints with my footprints inside. I 
heard the words "walk with me, 
follow me" WOW!! Amazing how 
God answers prayer. 
A tall order for me but I am trying to 
do it. Still not easy but I do know that 
to follow Christ is always the right 
and most amazing journey you can 
take 'to follow in His footsteps'. 
Amen. 
There are so many changes that have 
happened in the last 10 years too 
numerous to mention but a few are:- 
Andy & Jackie departing for pastures 
new, the arrival of Darren and Alice, 
the forming of Messy Church, 
Community Café and Everton and 
Anfield Together (EAT) and the 
appointment of a Community 
Development Worker all positive 
things in helping us as a Church to 
fulfil our vision of 'Making Christ 
Known'.                                                    
Here's to the next 10 years.                                                                          
 by Linda Parle 



Picture a piece of ground where 
the soil is hard and in need of 
breaking up before it can be 
watered and sown so things can 
grow and the scene be changed. 

At some point this was my picture 
of Holy Trinity 
Church. There 
have been difficult 
times. Change has 
been needed, the 
ground broken up 
and watered 
before growth and 
change could 
come. 

But we have seen 
signs of change and growth, not 
just in numbers but in individuals 
blossoming as they took on 
various roles, leadership, 
following a calling to train as 
Reader, lead children’s work or 
contribute to the music. In 
recognising that each of us has a 
part to play in the family of God 
at Holy Trinity and that we can 
encourage each other to play that 
part. In responding to the call to 
discipleship, to follow Christ, the 
challenge has been to go on living 
this out in our daily lives ‘making 
Him known’. 

Becoming one parish was a big 
change but one I feel helped Holy 
Trinity to stabilise. It seemed to 
give us a new start, an 
opportunity to be a part of 
something bigger. I think it is 
easier and more the norm now for 

there to be joint 
ventures, a 
working together 
with other 
congregations in 
the parish. 

The Church 
building, a land 
mark for so long 
in its prominent 
position on Breck 

Road, has also adapted to change, 
becoming home to a food bank 
welcoming folk in a time of crisis 
and drawing volunteers from the 
area and other churches to work 
together for the community. The 
Crypt, adapted to meet the needs 
of our area, will again, we hope, 
become a community centre 
reaching out to people. 

As the world has changed and 
people from many nations have 
been on the move, we have been 
privileged in being able to 
welcome people of different 

nationalities to be part of our 
Church family as they worked 
through a transitional stage of 
their lives. 

We have seen many people come 
and go over the last ten years, 
including clergy who had been in 
training before moving on to 
other positions. Sadly, we have 
had to come to terms with the 
gaps left as folk from our 
congregation have died. It is hard 
to lose people you have known 
for so long, people you have 
worked with, prayed with and 
who knew your history and the 
church’s history. 

But while we can reflect back, we 
need to look forward, continuing 
to adapt and embrace the changes 
as they come. 

So, secure in the knowledge that 
‘Jesus is the same, yesterday and 
today and forever’ and knowing 
our God has said, ‘Never will I 
leave you, never will I forsake 
you’ we can say ,‘What’s next for 
the Churches of Anfield and 
Everton’ and pray, ‘Build your 
Church Lord’. ‘Come Holy 
Spirit’. 

 
 
 

I have worked in the Debt Advice Centre for over  six years now, that time seems to have 
passed really quickly! Changes have happened over the years, some people have moved 
on to other things and new people have joined our team, all lovely people to work with 
having a kind and positive attitude towards the people who come for help. 
We work on Thursday mornings, starting our day with prayer, asking the Lord to help and 
guide us with the opportunities we may have to help someone during the day. 
I've seen many people come into the Debt Centre over the years, many of them appear 
apprehensive and nervous when they first come to us but as we ask them to tell us what 
their problems are we can see them starting to relax as we explain about the many ways 
they can be given help. It is a good feeling for the advisors to have, to see client's lives 

changed for good and not bad. 
The Debt Centre  has helped many people, the clients and advisors as well. I know I have been helped 
myself, talking to people, listening to their stories, sharing the good times and the sad times in their lives.  
I give thanks to the Lord Jesus for helping us with our work in the Debt Centre at Christ Church. 

By Betty Bennett 
 
 

Betty has been a committed volunteer in the Debt Advice Centre                                                               
since it opened in 2010, as she now prepares to step down from that role                                                     

we thank her for all she has done during that time. 



I can remember for our last day in year 11, before we 
started our exams, the school played “One more step 
along the world” as a way to wish us well. Personally, I 
thought it was cliché and was happy that that would be the 
last time I would hear the hymn in that context but as I 
think to what the months ahead have in store, the words 
keep playing over in my head. 

As most of you will know, I am moving at the end of 
August to Milton Keynes to start my teaching career at a 
school I attended as part of my University placements. It 
goes without saying that this was not an easy decision to 
make with my family firmly in Liverpool as well as the 
great work that is going on in the parish. I do feel, 
however, that I wouldn’t have been able to make such a 
tough decision without the growth in my personal and 
spiritual life. 

In recent years I have been a member of different groups 
within the church life; the PCC both as Holy Trinity and 
as the new Parish, the new leadership team, Bible studies, 
the music groups and the Holiday Club planning team. 
From an early age I saw these groups do so much for the 
Parish so when opportunities came to be a part of them, I 
jumped at the chance. Not only was I contributing to a 
growing parish but being surrounded by such dedicated  

 

people who have such a love for God has been humbling 
for me. 

I think the last four years have greatly changed my faith 
and relationship with God. I began to plan and deliver 
talks during the service which has helped me consider 
how I read the Bible, whilst continuing in the music 
groups have encouraged worship not only for myself but 
hopefully the congregations that hear us.  

There have been difficult points though both for the 
church and on a personal level; losing key members and 
trying to adjust to Tim leaving Holy Trinity. For personal 
growth I have to give credit to Andy Brown and Darren 
Pollock. Both of these men have shown me how my faith 
can become a part of my everyday life and that they don’t 
have to be separate. 

As I was writing this, I was asking members for Bible 
passages for a different project and one stood out to me at 
my current stage of life. It is a part of Mark 5:36 – “Don’t 
be afraid, just believe.” With all the changes happening in 
the near future, I could easily worry about everything but 
with God I know that I am being guided and that is what I 
hope for the church; that people just believe in the work 
that is going on here and see what God can do!     

Jack Houghton                 

As everything we’ve done so far has 
been a team effort, we felt this article 
should also be a joint affair. With 
this in mind we decided to interview 
ourselves after a fashion. Here are a 
few quick questions with our 
collective answers. 

What changes have been made? 
The simple answer is ‘a fair few’. 
Instrumentally we’ve brought in far 
more layers of sound including 
keyboards. The keyboard is a bit of 
an unsung hero of most bands 
providing a ‘pad’, a long sustained 
sound that sits in the background, 
adding depth to the sound. We’ve 
also tidied up the music itself. We’ve 
established fixed introductions and 
codas to each song and we’ve altered 
a number of chord progressions 
(hymns can be full of musical details 
that are not suitable for, or even 
possible on, guitars). The bottom line 
is we’ve been working hard every 
Friday night! 

How are hymns selected? A pr ime 
consideration centres on ‘how easy 
the tune is for everyone to pick up’ - 
there’s a knack to writing easy to 
sing and remember melodies that 
sound great, that some composers 

have really mastered (Chris Tomlin 
is a great example). But also the 
theology has to stack up! There are a 
number of songs that are, shall we 
say, a little shallow with little 
theological thought behind them. We 
do our best to avoid those. 

What hymns do the group enjoy 
playing most? We’ve all got our 
favourites, influenced by the 
theology, as well as, if we’re honest, 
the simple musical enjoyment in 
playing them. Recently we’ve really 
enjoyed introducing a few songs by 
the worship group ‘Hill Song’ (e.g. 
Cornerstone and What a Wonderful 
Name). 

What are the biggest problems of 
changes? These ar e not the 
changes themselves, but the fear of 
changing things too fast – we do not 
want to change for the sake of it, and 
we certainly do not want to upset 
people and spoil their worship! But 
change can be good – it’s a delicate 
balancing act for all. 

Have you had any feedback? 
We’ve had lots of compliments… 
with some constructive criticisms as 
well…. and all of it welcome. At the 

end of the day we’re trying our best 
to please everyone! We try to 
provide a rich diet of meditative,          
up-beat and traditional organ based 
hymns (the organ at Holy Trinity is a 
very special instrument) as well as 
all moods in between. Being trusted 
to play in support of people's 
worship is both a compliment and an 
honour (dead corny but true!); the 
request to play for the Mother’s 
Union, at Christ Church, was 
particularly enjoyable. 

What next – are there more changes 
afoot? We’ve got lots of ideas… and 
therefore, one might say, we’ve got a 
long way to go. On a musical level 
we are looking to expand in number. 
As we are part of the congregation 
ourselves we would love to see more 
from the pews joining us in playing. 
So far this year we’ve had ten 
different musicians…. hopefully 
there’s more to follow. The children 
getting involved has been 
particularly pleasing. Basically we 
see exciting times ahead - more 
hymns, more musicians, more 
worship! 

Graham Warner 



It is going to become increasingly more difficult 
to be a Christian in public and that is what our 
faith is all about. 

The resignation of Tim Farron, leader of  the Lib 
Deb party, highlights this truth. “To be a political 
leader – especially of a progressive, liberal party 
in 2017 – and to live as a committed Christian, to 
hold faithfully to the Bible’s teaching, has felt 
impossible for me.” Tim’s dilemma reflects 
something that many Christians find true and not 
just for those in politics. 

Moves following the redefinition of marriage 
will bring more issues to contend with. 

Just recently the Mayor of London has pledged 
to stop the use of the term ‘ladies and gentlemen’ 
on the capital’s public transport because the idea 
that people are either male or female is 
offensive. 

The move to make genderless language more the 
norm will increase and it will seem easier to 
‘grumble’ in private than to question the logic 
behind it or to question whether it is good or 
detrimental to our society. 

There will be times, as seen recently, when 
Christian leaders publically alongside other faith 
leaders and political leaders speak with one 
voice but the difficulty comes when ‘our voice’ 
is a lone one. 

We need to discover a confidence in the 
Christian faith as a way of living that 
demonstrates a viable option to others; it is not 
learning to shout louder that everyone else is 
wrong. A Christian community [the church] 
should be a place where we grapple with these 
questions and issues in ways that create openness 
and honesty. This then becomes a good place to 
belong to and helps people not to have set 
answers but to be able to have honest 
conversations with others at work etc.  

It is a number of years ago now that as a parish 
we began to look at what it means to be a 
Christian disciple, accepting that this concept 
affects the whole of our life, at work, school, 
home, and our politics. To follow Jesus is not 
about what we do on a Sunday but more 
importantly how Sunday influences what we do 

for the rest of the week, in how we live, the type 
of person we are, what we do with what we have 
and how we serve those around us. 

I still believe this is the priority for the church. 
What we need [society and the church] is 
‘Bigger Christians’ not bigger churches. 
However, this is not an attractive option that 
people readily understand or find easy to invest 
their time in. 

A recent Church of England report said above all 
things, leadership, church growth, and buildings, 
discipleship needs to be our priority. 

The problem  as I have discovered, is that you 
cannot make being a disciple appealing 
otherwise you are in danger of manipulating 
people. Certainly with the demise in reading and 
studying the scriptures, regular attendance at 
worship going down, it is going to be an uphill 
battle. 

It is for me the one sadness that I didn’t have the 
personal resources, both in terms of courage, 
wisdom and humility, to engage with this in 
terms of helping to lead the church into a better 
grasp and understanding of what all this means.  

Because if we don’t as leaders tackle this then 
we will always be finding ourselves trying to 
attract  people to come to our church or using 
time and energy keeping buildings open that we 
really do not need. Neither will be a means of 
inviting people to mature or helping them to 
grow as followers of Jesus. 

It will be difficult for us to be Christians in 
public in a challenging and changing society and, 
like Tim Farron we may  find it easier to back 
away and perhaps even keep our faith private 
and secret. 

I hope not, our faith is public as Jesus said, so let 
your light so shine... 

 ‘But be sure to fear the Lord and 
serve him faithfully with all your 
heart; consider what great things          

he has done for you.’                                  

1 Samuel 12:24 Text for 2017 



It seems strange writing this still eight weeks to 
go to our leaving, with my mind still focused on 
what is happening in the parish and yet as I 
write there is for me sadness, for our time in 
Walton Breck at Christ Church and Holy Trinity 
as been memorable. 
As I look back through photographs, the 
personal ones and those on our web page, bring 
back many happy and good stories of our time 
here and the people we came to know and grew 
to love both inside the life of the church and 
those who never quite stepped through door. 
Of our parish weekends away, such fun, the 
holiday clubs, hard work, the adventures, setting 
up the Debt Centre and then EAT and so much 
more  and other events which brought us 
together and caused us to step out in faith. 
There were significant challenges, the repair to 
Holy Trinity’s roof and the establishment of the 
church centre; both Tim and I had many a 
sleepless night over the funding but now we 
have a building fit for purpose and a 
congregation which is buzzing.  
The coming together of the two parishes not an 
easy path but a PCC that gave its full 
agreement,  is still a work in progress, but if you 
look you carefully you can see signs of grace 
and growth naturally bearing fruit, a 
consequence of that coming together, and one 
being the Four Oaks Messy Church. Here a joint 
team twice a month work regularly with 70 
adults and children most never having been into 
the church building.  
It has been a real privilege to have  been a part 
of so many people’s lives and a part of the 
growth and equally for me those times have had 
a significant impact upon my life. It never is 
only one way! 
How good and yet painful it has been to say 
goodbye to so many people; Andrew and Helen 
and the family, Sonya and Phil and the family, 
June and Eric and the family, Shirley and Dave 

and the family, Andy and Jackie going on to 
greater things, with Tim and Sarah and their 
families and now Darren and Alice, Helen and 
Jack.  
We have been a generous parish in enabling 
others to see their potential and giving 
opportunities to see them flourish; in the 
photographs I see young children like Matthew 
Christiansen & Jack Houghton who in recent 
years have taken up leadership roles and 
preached in worship services and this for many 
others. 
Sadness and joy comes too when I look back at 
the folk I came to know and then saw them 
‘pass into glory’ which then gave me the honour 
to conduct their funerals, to commit them into 
the presence of their Saviour. A regular 
reminder for me that life here is only just part of 
a longer journey through to eternity and beyond. 
So that is it....from us, but the work of God’s 
mission is never done, you will have to go 
through more change, a new Vicar with 
challenges waiting for them, but with people 
here willing to uphold our common values, to 
be adventurous, to focus on Jesus, to have a 
passion for the lost and broken, to build a 
church on shared responsibilities, healthy 
relationships and all encompassed with 

generous love, with a 
vision of Making 
Christ Known.  
In many ways that is 
what we hope will 
remain our task as 
we leave with heavy 
hearts to our new 
home. 

                                   
Kelvin & 
Margaret  



A few years ago I was one of the people who 
shared their ‘story’ during our evening 
services, telling others about my everyday 
journey with God and the impact that it had 
had on my life. I talked about how I had 
recently gone through a difficult journey of 
discovery, with God helping me to see things 
about myself and my relationship with him 
that I needed to do something about. It was a 
time of searching, a time of change and a time 
when I grew in my relationship with God and 
came to understand the importance of putting 
Him first in my life and also a time when I 
began to recognize that perhaps He wanted 
something more from me!  At 
the time if you would have 
asked me what I thought it was 
that God was asking of me I 
would have said that I wasn’t 
sure, now I have to own up 
and say that I probably had a 
pretty good idea  what God 
was asking of me but it 
seemed so far removed from 
how I saw myself that I 
thought I must be mistaken.  
So I did what seemed to me to be the most 
sensible thing to do, which obviously wasn't to 
talk to someone about it but to keep on 
running because the thought that God may be 
calling me to full time ministry was just a bit 
too scary!  
The trouble with trying to run from God is that 
you don’t get very far,. He’s everywhere you 
go reminding you that He’s still there, still 
waiting, still prompting you to act. And so 
after quite some time I stopped running and 
accepted I had to do something about it. Now 
that may sound like a simple thing to do but 
from accepting it to actually doing something 
about it took some doing because I had 
convinced myself that although I knew this 
was what God was asking of me  I just was not 
capable of it, I even provided myself with an 
excuse list of all things I thought I couldn't do 
and I was pretty sure that everyone else would 
think the same! So it came as a bit of shock 

when after quite a few failed attempts I finally 
got up the courage to have that conversation 
with Kelvin and he didn’t fall of his chair with 
laughter! 
And so my journey through the discernment 
process started, initially by completing the 
longest form you have ever seen in your life! 
Then many meetings with various people from 
the Vocations Advisor to the Bishop and 
finally a three day selection panel with other 
candidates from all over the country. Every 
part of my life and sense of call gone through 
with a fine tooth comb to discern if this really 
was where God was leading me.  

It may sound overwhelming and 
sometimes it was but even 
though I wasn’t always so sure I 
would make it through the 
selection process I knew in my 
heart that this was the right thing 
to do. I also came to recognise 
that any challenges I went 
through during this time helped 
me to grow and that putting my 
trust in God, together with the 
support of those around me, 

helped me to have the courage to be obedient 
to His call on my life. 
 
So now I’m on my way in more ways than 
one. On my way to begin three years of 
training and on my way to another church as I 
go on permanent placement. It will be hard to 
leave Christ Church as I join All Saints, 
Kensington, for although I know it will be 
good for me to experience something new, my 
heart is struggling with it. I will still be in the 
office for a few days a week but I will no 
longer play a part in the life  of the church that 
has encouraged me and helped me to be able 
to respond to God’s call and that will be 
difficult.  I will be leaving Ian and Olivia in 
your care as they will continue to worship at 
Christ Church for now and  I will come back 
for the occasional visit, so you’re not quite 
getting rid of me for good just yet! 



It is with sadness I write this reflection as 
I can’t believe it has been over two years 
since I came to live in Anfield.  Alice and 
I have really enjoyed being in the life of 
the parish across both Sunday 
congregations and all else that happens 
during the week. We have never been in a 
congregation where people have made us 
feel so welcome. 

Of course there have been highs and lows 
like in any job but I will definitely leave 
with fond memories. You and Walton 
Breck have left big impressions and I 
know I will always check in to hear the 
scores on a Saturday and imagine what 
some of the parishioners would say. I just 
won’t tell you which way I have leant! 
(Although I must add one of the less 
spiritual highlights was definitely 
watching my beloved Plymouth Argyle 
hold the reds in the FA cup at Anfield!) 

One of the highlights was starting the 
fresh expression congregation at Four 
Oaks school. We all know it is early days 
and far from perfect but it has been such a 
joy to serve with Christians from both 
churches in doing mission in an 
appropriate way in this area. I will keep 
praying for it and hope it will be its own 
self sufficient church one day. There have 
been so many other joys in this curacy, 
too many to name but the ones that leap 
out have been, being part of both schools 
in the area, helping out at scouse, doing 
Christianity Explored, holiday clubs and 
being part of our international bible study 
for a short time. The highlight coming 
with the full immersion baptism party we 
had on Trinity Sunday with three of the 
guys.  An honourable mention must go to 
the men’s weekend although the sharing 
was literally a little too fresh and ripe one 
might say that weekend.  

 

We have to say thank you to everyone for 
all of your support and patience and all 
the love we have been shown in accepting 
us into your parish and the many 
friendships that have been made. This has 
been the greatest happiness in getting to 
share our lives with so many of you. 
Thank you. I hope you can stay in touch. 

Kelvin has been the most patient and 
supportive training incumbent I could 
have ever asked for and I literally would 
follow Helen into war for her abilities, 
support and encouragement. I have to 
thank them especially for all their support 
in my training and helping me move up a 
few rungs on the ministry ladder and I 
know I leave here a stronger minister than 
when I came. 

Darren 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Bishop: " I'm afraid you've got 
a bad egg, Mr Jones";  

Curate: "Oh, no, my Lord, I 
assure you that parts of it are 
excellent! 


