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Sunday 8th December  

11am Toy Service & Parade plus  
Anfield School Signing Choir.  

Please bring a quality toy (unwrapped) for distribution 
 by Action for Children 

 
 Sunday 22nd December 

11am Sowing the Seeds of Christmas                                                             
   Led by our Children and Young People   

 
 6.30pm Carols by Torchlight    

Traditional Carols & More! 
“Bring a torch”                     

 
Tuesday 24th December  

11pm Informal Service of Holy Communion 
 

Wednesday 25th December  
11am  - ‘The Centre of our Our Day’ 
Holy Communion for all the Family 

 
Sunday 22nd December 

 4pm Carols by Torchlight 
Traditional Carols please bring a torch 

 
 Tuesday 24th December 

4pm Christingle Service  
Come along and collect your  

Christingle and help us celebrate  
Jesus the Light of the world coming to  

demonstrate God’s love for us 
 

Wednesday 25th December  
11am  - Holy Communion. All Welcome 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If we take Christ out of    
Christmas and then take the  ‘a’ 
out of ‘mas’ then all we are left 
with is  M & S which for many 
would not be a bad if not               
expensive holiday!  
 
So does Christmas have any 
real meaning or purpose for us 
other than  a holiday? 

We look at a world devastated 
by what has been seen in Syria 
and then in the tragedy of the            
Philippines. 
 
The celebration of  Christmas 
gives  us the opportunity to look 
with hope beyond our circum-
stances. We remember that 
peace was part of the message 
of the angels, that the giving of 
Jesus somehow calls us to be 
generous to others, even to         
others we do not know. And if 
we sing the odd carol we might 
see that the whole event was to 
do with God!!!! 

In our schools’ project and in 
our Christmas acts of worship 
we will be remembering that 
‘It’s  History,’ that is from the 
beginning of creation to the 
birth of Jesus and right until the 
end of time as we know it, it all 
has to do with God because it is 
‘His Story.’  
 
But is this our story? Are we 
caught up in the drama of what 
God has done, is doing and will 
do in the future? 
 

Happy M& S…or         
Happy Christmas? 

  

‘It’s History!’ 



Jackie licensed as 
a Reader 

On Saturday 21st September                           
Mrs Jackie Donlan was licensed as Reader 
by the Bishop of Warrington in Liverpool 

Cathedral. Jackie is a worshipping member 
of Holy Trinity but will be a part of the 
ministry team at Christ Church as well.             

We look forward to her ministry among us. 
She was asked what were her ‘hopes and 

dreams’ at the start of Readership and how 
did she find her ‘special day.’ 

 
My hopes and dreams as 
I begin my ministry, are 
to develop a ministry to 
the older youth by    
delivering a bible study 
that is aimed for their 
age group and to work 
more in the church             

developing what God has called me to be. 
I hope in the years ahead to help and         
support the team in Christ Church and 
Holy Trinity in  delivering ministry in 
both churches.  

My other hope and dream is to do my 
Master in theology to enable me to teach 
theology in colleges and part of the ‘All 
Saints’ team. ‘ [All Saints is a training  
course offered to those beginning                
training] 
My reactions to my licensing: at first I was 
shocked and amazed at how I felt during 
the licensing, especially when we had to 
go before the judge to swear  our                     
allegiance to the Queen and to act in           
accordance with the Canons [the laws] of 
the Church of England. I felt happy and 
proud to have completed the course and 
that I had passed everything that I was 
asked to do by the ‘All Saints’ training  
course who had prepared me to become a 
Reader.  
I was also scared because I thought this is 
for real now, no backing out now, this is 
my ministry to the church. I felt blessed to 
see everyone at the service and seeing Tim 
and Sarah there as well was brilliant. It felt 
like a great honour and blessing to be part 
of the church, starting my ministry in the 
church that we came to when Elizabeth 
was a baby.  

 

Rev. June Asquith, former            
member of Christ Church now 

curate in Bootle, helping people 
at the Wedding Show to think 
about their  wedding taking 
place in a Anglican Church. 

Well done June! 

The church council of 
Christ Church in 
September took a major 
decision and that was to 
set up a separate charity 
called the ‘Doxa Trust.’   
‘Doxa’ is a Greek word 
and when used in the bible means glory and  
usually is referring to the presence of God. St. 
Paul tells us we can see the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus, ‘For God, who said, ‘Let light 
shine out of darkness, ‘made his light shine 
in our hearts to give us the light of the 
knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the 
face of Christ.  [2 Cor 4:6]. And that will 
always be our purpose, that in what we do and 
how we do it, those we will come into contact 
with will see something of the person of Jesus. 
For the present it will be the umbrella 
organization that will oversee our ‘Debt 
Centre,’ ‘Scouse in the House’ and our ‘Toddler 
Group’, which means if there is any possibility 
to develop any of this work and we require           
further funding this can be done through our 
charity. It also means that if we can see other 

opportunities to expand 
our mission, both as a 
charity and within our 
church, the charitable 
structure could really be 
helpful. 
                                             

The church council voted in the core trustees: 
Kevin Knowlson, Ian Christiansen, Carol Munro, 
and Kelvin Bolton, [all members of Christ 
Church], plus Arthur Cooper [Minister in Charge 
of All Saints, Stoneycroft], Albert Gregory 
[member of St Nathaniel’s, Walton] and Philip 
Stott [member of St Aidan’s church, Billinge]. 
All of these trustees come with a variety of 
financial, business, community and charity 
experience. The constitution of the charity is 
made up so that the majority of trustees are 
members of Christ Church but allows us to look 
for people with expertise that helps us. We are 
still looking for other trustees particularly from 
within Christ Church. Would you like to be a 
part of this new venture, seeing something grow 
and affecting the lives of others? In the first 
instance have an informal chat with Kelvin. 



What spiritual experience have I 
gained from my time in Ghana, 
some have wondered?  If the truth 
be known, I have questioned myself 
on this subject and spoken to Eddy, 
my husband, about it too.  
Consequently my lengthy 
pondering made me realise much of 
my experience in Ghana was 
clouded by my previous knowledge 
from people who had already 
visited the United Hearts Children’s 
Centre and my GCSE teaching of 
wealth and poverty.  Having finally 
separated these very different 
aspects and examined the very real 
and personal encounter I had with 
the people of Awutu Bawjiase - 
from their everyday 
lives to their love of 
God, I realise that 
the niggly feeling I 
have had at the 
back of my mind 
for many years has 
now been partly 
addressed and that 
God certainly sent 
me there for a 
reason – which is 
yet to be revealed! 
There will always 
be poor people in the world, the 
bible tells us, and the area of Ghana 
we visited certainly bore this out.  
Yet despite living in absolute 
poverty, often with no electricity, 
no running water, outdoor cooking 
on fires and dirt floors, many of 
those who could afford electricity 
were already gaining the trappings 
of the Western world and TV 
aeriels were visible on those homes 
– along with many mobile phones 
in the hands of people at the market 
place.  People in Ghana work 
physically hard and yet still worship 
at least twice a week together for up 
to four hours at a time.  The 
common conception that poor 
African people are always happy 
and thank God for what they do 
have was, on the surface, what I 
experienced.  Yet those tell tale 
signs of ‘progress’ are also bringing 
with them illegal drugs and greater 
expectations for many. 

Encountering God in a Ghanan 
church was an experience that will 
stay with me forever.  I visited two 
very different churches.  The first, a 
Pentecostal type of experience, had at 
least two hundred people present on 
Sunday, for over four hours, in a 
beautiful building built and paid for 
by the congregation.  Yet time flew 
and the power of hope in their belief, 
the sense of happiness in their hearts 
and the unwavering love of God 
shown not just through the ‘happy, 
clappy music’ (as I call it!), but also 
through the sight of young men 
raising their hands to the Lord in 
praise and reverence, devotedly 
finding every bible reading in their 

own little hand 
held bibles and 
following the 
words closely 
from start to 
finish. The other 
striking image is 
of their monetary 
giving.  They 
danced and sang 
their thanks to 
God whilst 
giving what they 
could. 

 The church at the Children’s Centre 
was the complete opposite,  just a 
canopy to keep the sun off a large 
piece of ground that was swept 
before people arrived.  Everyone 
removed their shoes to stand and 
participate in a more apostolic 
service, on a Wednesday, that only 
lasted about two hours – which was a 
lifetime when your feet are killing 
you from all the stones sticking in 
your unaccustomed Western 
European baby skin feet!!! This 
service was  harder to participate in 
as it was difficult to hear without a 
decent sound system and awkward to 
follow as you couldn’t see what was 
happening either, so I found myself 
unable to focus properly. The 
personal experiences of some people 
present met with lots of praise from 
the congregation in what was 
otherwise a more stoic service, 
attended by more women than men, 
with no monetary giving requested. 

So, for me personally, my spiritual 
experience in Ghana was one of 
witnessing beliefs set free through 
the power of hope but anchored 
very firmly in faith.  Their 
commitment to the Lord was 
refreshing as it was expressed not 
just in church but in their everyday 
lives. For example David, (they all 
adopted Biblical names for our 
benefit), a joiner who in his spare 
time made furniture for the 
orphanage and made much of the 
wooden fixtures in his local church, 
gave his time freely.  The new 
school at the Children’s Centre is 
being built totally by volunteers, 
each giving their own skills and 
time in the name of God. 
Encountering this total 
unselfishness, this ‘love your 
neighbour’ attitude in constant 
practice has been something that 
has begun a transformation of my 
heart and mind.  So much so, that 
instead of going back there next 
year, I have decided that my airfare 
would be better spent providing 
something more tangible for my 
‘neighbours’.  Some of the people I 
went with believe showing their 
physical love to the children is 
paramount, but I believe they are 
surrounded with love – the love that 
only a simple life can give. The 
love shown in every brick in their 
Centre. The love shown in the 
funding and building of their new 
school.  The love shown by women 
who freely wash and cook for them 
daily.  The love of God they are 
taught by Pastor Elisha and his wife 
Marthah. The love of Jesus who 
walks with them everyday.   
Yet, the most moving event of the 
whole journey, for me, came from 
some of the men who lived and 
worked at the orphanage who 
literally cried when they were given 
their first ever shoes or football 
boots. The most humbling 
experience of my life.  That 
memory is constantly revisited and 
is the one that keeps my 
transformation going, until my next 
step is revealed. 
 

 



There seems to be quite a bit 
of news from Ogongora in 
Uganda. First is the village is 
now campaigning for a 
medical centre to be built near 
the village, this will serve a 
number of small villages in the 
area and will mean medical 
help will be available close to 
where they live. This is the 

first time that they have undertaken to challenge the government 
to provide such help. This is as a result of the community 
development being done by Tearfund, helped by the funding we 
provide. 
The second piece came to me as I telephoned Tito.  [See picture] 
Work has begun on building a permanent brick church building 
and he told me the foundation has gone in. This work is being 
done by the villagers. They have contributed funds to buy cement 
and together made and baked their bricks and quarried and 
carried stones to the site. This new building will replace the old 

mud and ‘thatch’ church which we met in last year. Toto asked 
me to pass on his blessing to us all. Tito works as a policeman 
and serves the church as pastor and, with his wife grows 
bananas and rears chickens. When 
Louise and I were in Uganda it was 
Tito and his family who looked after 
us. 
The final piece of good news is that 
Pastor Simon, who came to preach at 
Christ Church two years ago, has 
been re-elected as Superintendent of 
the Pentecostal Assemblies of God in 
Uganda. This is the equivalent of an 
Archbishop. This means the work that 
started under his leadership, like that 
in Onongora will continue. We give 
£3,000.00 along with four other churches in the UK to help 
support this development work in Uganda administered through 
Tear Fund. 

 
 
It’s nearly six months since Tim 
and Sarah left us and four 
months since Tim was licensed 
as priest in charge of St. John’s 
Church, Worksop and so it was 
good to catch up and see how 
they were both doing and the 
good news is they are doing 
very well. 
Tim told me that these first few 
months have gone so 
well in every way 
possible. The vicarage 
now feels like their 
home [not sure if 
Sarah will ever want 
to move]. Though the 
calls at the door are 
sometimes an 
expected part of living 
in a vicarage, Tim 
finds this new home 
such a restful place 
with very few callers. 
Sarah has found a job 
working in an Asda store near 
where they live, it is one of 
Asda’s small stores and so a 
more friendly environment to 
work in and doing eleven hours 
a week  for the time being is 
enough. 
Tim and Sarah both feel they 
have been really welcomed into 
the life of e church which has 
responded well to the initiatives 
that Tim has already put in 
place.  No evening service 
meant that he was able to use the 
time to offer the ‘Freedom in 
Christ,’ course, a biblical 
programme to help people  

 
 

understand and accept who they 
are in Christ, 40 adults out of a 
congregation of 50 come and 
another 18 come on a Saturday 
morning.  This, plus a regular 
payer meeting of nearly 20 
people, means a good 
foundation is being established 
on those things already in place. 
Tim’s motor bike still plays a 

role in his ministry. 
The day I 
telephoned him he 
had been on a 
funeral visit on his 
bike which not 
only surprised the 
family but gave 
them a real sense 
of joy because the 
deceased had been 
a real motorbike 
enthusiast!  The 
second part of 

Tim’s role, Pioneer minister to 
the 18-30 age group in 
Worksop, is still in its infancy, 
building up relationships with 
other church leaders and 
drawing close to those in that 
age range who he comes across. 
But now Tim is a Street Pastor 
out on the streets of an evening 
with other Christians 
demonstrating God’s love in 
very practical ways to those out 
‘on the town.’ 
So all is well and both feel 
excited about the future, both 
said they miss us! I hope we can 
continue to hold them all 
[+Alice and Ed] in our payers. 

 
 

For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I 
was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I 

was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes 
and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after 

me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ 
Matthew 25:35-36 

Every day people in the UK go hungry for reasons 
ranging from redundancy to receiving an unexpected bill 
when on a low income. Foodbanks provide a minimum 
of three days emergency food and support to people 
experiencing crisis in the UK. 
Why do it? 13 million people live below the poverty line 
in the UK and the Anfield and Everton area is one of the 
poorest areas in our country.  The need for the type of 
help the Foodbank offers was identified in our area, but 
for people to collect the food this meant them travelling, 
at their own expense, to Foodbanks further away. So, to 
meet this local need and after much thought, discussion 
and prayer, Holy Trinity food bank opened. The name is 
a little misleading, as although it is based at Holy Trinity 
it is staffed by volunteers working together from several 
churches, including :- Christ Church Walton Breck, 
Everton URC, Holy Trinity, Oakfield Methodist, St. 
George’s, Kensington Methodist and St. 
John's.  We will have volunteers from 
other churches in the area joining us after 
Christmas.  
We are open each Monday morning 
between 10am – 12noon. People can 
come with their vouchers to receive their 
food and also a hot drink, biscuit and a 
warm welcome! There is also access to debt advice. We 
help on average 8-10 individuals and families each week 
and expect to see that increase as word gets around.    
Anybody wishing to donate food or toiletries can do so at 
any of the churches mentioned above. 
 


