
if God has blessed us lately in 
providing leaders for the 
future but whatever we do for 
God, he will bless us, and 
others through us, as we open 
our lives to be used by Him. 
As I begin my curacy at 
Christ Church and Holy 
Trinity I pray that I can 
encourage those in the church 
and outside in the parishes 
and in my secular employ-
ment in school.  We all need 
to know God loves us but 
that’s the first step.  Then we 
need to know what we can do 
for him and for others.  It’s 
not always easy but “with 
God all things are possible”. 
 
June's ordination as 
Deacon will take place on 
Sunday 4th July 10.30am at 
Liverpool Cathedral. 
There will be no morning 
service at Christ Church to 
enable as many people as 
possible to be at the cathedral. 
Car parking at the Cathedral 
is limited so we have 
organised a coach that will 
leave Christ Church at  
9.15am. The coach will return 
from the cathedral at approx 
1pm to make it’s way back to 
Holy Trinity (there will be a 
small charge for the coach £3 
for adults, free for ages 16 & 
under. Please give your 
money to Helen). The folk at 
Holy Trinity have graciously 
arranged for a buffet for us.  
A list will be put up in church 
for those who want to go by 
the coach and for those 
wishing to go to the buffet. 

Hi, for many people reading 
this I don’t need to say hello, 
as you’ve already met me but 
for those who haven’t, I am a     
middle-aged wife and mum 
who was been a member of 
Christ Church Walton Breck 
(and its former churches, St 
Saviour with St Cuthbert’s) 
for all my life.  I’ve lived in 
Anfield for all that 
time and seen 
many changes – 
some positive and 
some negative.  
But in that time I 
have always felt a 
strong sense of 
God being     
alongside me in 
my life’s journey.  
I left school and 
trained as a  secretary, 
working in the retail industry 
and the arts.  During my faith 
journey I have had support 
from so many people I can’t 
list them all but I began to 
feel a sense of God calling 
me to ordination (or priestly 
ministry), through others 
when I was in my twenties. I 
encountered a Deaconess 
(prior to women’s ordination) 
and wondered if God wanted 
me to serve in that way.  But 
at that point I didn’t pursue it. 
After marriage and young 
children I began to work as a 
Parish Administrator and saw 
first hand the work of the 
clergy and was inspired but 
also had my preconceptions 
blown open. I then went on to 
complete a degree in 
Theology and History and 

began to teach in secondary 
school.  At the back of my 
mind was always the desire 
for ordination but as I became 
older I felt this was unlikely, 
until the previous female 
vicar (Julie) arrived and 
encouraged me to join the 
Shared Ministry Team and 
then consider ordination 

again. 
 
Looking back my 
faith journey 
started as a young 
child in Sunday 
School and then         
developed as I was 
asked to  lead in the 
Youth Group,     
Mothers’ Union, 
the Church Council 

and eventually Church 
Warden. All these 
responsibilities and encour-
agements have helped me as I 
journeyed towards ordination 
to realise that God can use me 
in a variety of ways.  I believe 
this is also true for others that 
God can use all our gifts and 
talents in some many ways, if 
we are only willing to be 
used.  So for anyone reading 
this that has had a yearning to 
work for God but never 
believed He could use them – 
pray about it and see where it 
leads.  It may be  making the 
tea; it may be visiting a sick 
friend; it may be joining a 
house group; becoming an 
organisation leader.  Who 
knows, except God, it may 
lead to serving Him full-time 
in the church and it seems as 

                My Story  by June Asquith 
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     Pop Connection 

 A Run of Good Fortune…  
by Debbie Ball 

The next surprising incident     
happened after a brief 
conversation with Nina, one of 
the volunteers who run’s 
‘Scouse in the House’ at Christ 
Church - ‘Scouse in the house’ 
is run by volunteers who, every 
Thursday, prepare and cook 
scouse for anyone in the 
community who needs it.- This 
was a fantastic opportunity for 
us; the run could help us raise 
money for ‘Scouse’ and this 
would give us the motivation 
we needed. 
 
The morning of the race 
arrived. We ran the first 9 miles 
really well, but by the time we 
had reached the 10 mile mark 
we were exhausted!  At one 
point I was on the brink of 
giving up altogether, I’d told 
Terry to run on without me, 
but he wouldn’t hear of it. 
 From that point on it felt as if I 
was being carried along. Every 
time I thought about stopping a        
complete stranger would shout 
from the sideline ‘‘nearly there! 
Well done!’’ They will never 
know just how much I needed 
to hear those words of 

encouragement We did 
keep going and we  

eventually passed the finish 
line together.  
 
Following on from the race 
two things happened which 
totally surprised us. The 
first one was our delight at       
finishing the run in 2 hours 
2 minutes thoroughly    
exceeding our expectations 
and the second was the 
amazing amount of money 
raised for ‘Scouse’  a 
whopping £500!  
Looking back I can see that 
this would not have been 
achieved without all the 
help and encouragement 
from everyone involved. 
I’m also filled with the 
reassurance that God will 
use us to do some  amazing 
things.     

promote good values to 
live by.  We are helping 
fund this event to further 
develop our relationship 
with our local school and 
to help the young people 
have a good experience 
of our church. 

In the week following the 
children will come into 
Christ Church to perform 
two concerts to their      
families. We are hoping that 
we can organise a third   
concert to which we will be 
able to   invite members of 
the church to come and see 
them. 
Pop Connect is a Christian 
charity all the songs have a 
Christian message, and   

One of my aims in Life has 
been to run the Liverpool ½ 
marathon but in all the years I 
have been training I’ve never 
quite been able to fulfil this 
ambition.  There always been 
something which has got in 
the way, my first year training 
I found out I was pregnant, 
the second year, I was too 
shattered to even contem-
plate it and the third year I 
had an injury. Some how 
something always managed to 
stop me in my tracks!  
 
This year however was 
different;  At the start of the 
year I half jokingly asked a 
work colleague of mine if they 
fancied doing the ½ marathon 
expecting him to give me a 
resounding ‘No’  because the 
furthest he’d ever run was 3 
miles I was very  surprised 
when he said he would give it 
a go.   
 
I was so happy to have Terry 
on side, he planned out our 
training schedule and made 
sure we stuck to it. 
 

We have linked with  
Anfield Junior School to put 
together a concert. The 
children will be coached and 
trained by a team from ‘Pop 
Connection’ to sing a number 
of songs. They then will be 
professionally recorded and a 
CD made of the songs, this 
will then be available for sale 
to parents. This will take 
place in school week begin-
ning the 28th June.                 

 
“May He equip 
you with all you 
need for doing 

His will.  
 

May he produce 
in you through 
the power of  
Jesus Christ  

everything that 
is pleasing to 

Him.  
 
All glory to Him 

forever and 
ever. Amen!”  

 
Hebrews13: 21.  

On your feet now—applaud GOD! Bring a gift of laughter,                                            
sing yourselves into his presence.     Psalm 100:1-2  



To be in Your presence 
A beach in North Wales in 
the middle of March at    
11 o’clock at night might 
not sound like your idea of 
fun but it was the start- for 
some of us- to the Parish 
Weekend at Beechwood 
Court, Conwy.  
 
It was to say the least 
bracing as we headed off 
on the minibus for our mid
-night stroll. On arrival at 
the beach we tried in vain 
(and the rain) to light a sky 
lantern, we might not have 
been successful in that 
endeavour but if the aim of 
the parish weekend was to 
give you time to stop, think 
and listen to God and each 
other then it was  a 100% 
pass. 
 
We may sometimes find       
ourselves sitting in church 
thinking about all we have 
to do when we get home or 
who we need to see during 
coffee after the service, we 
know that this is not the 
reason why we are there 
but life is so busy it is hard 
sometimes to totally switch 
yourself off from it. 

  We also found time to 
stage our own talent show 
with many entertaining acts 
of all ages taking part, the 
talents of some of the acts 
were truly  astonishing! 
 
You may wonder why this 
article is titled To be in 
Your presence, this is      
because when I think of the 
Parish Weekend the words 
of that song come to mind, 
 

To be in your presence 
Not rushing away 

To cherish each moment 
Hear I would Stay 
This is my desire,            

O Lord... 
 

If this is also your desire 
please put your name down 
for next year’s weekend at 
Cloverly Hall, you can even 
start to pay towards it now 
(see Alyson for details) to 
spread the cost. It’s a great 
way to get to know each 
other but especially to get to 
know God. 
 

by Helen Purcell 

 
We will be a satellite to 
St Andrew’s using their 
expertise in helping us. 
Seven people from 
Christ Church have 
already agreed to be 
trained as volunteer 
counsellors and will be 
based at Christ Church 
offering a confidential, 
free service to help 
people who are in 
unmanageable debt.  

 
We anticipate  
by late summer 
we will be 
operating a 

debt advice centre based 
at Christ Church.  
 
Many will have seen on 
television the report of St 
Andrew, Clubmoor, suc-
cessful work in bringing 
about debt relief.                                  
 

That is why it was good to 
go on the weekend away as 
there was nothing that 
needed to be done, all our 
needs where more than   
catered for and we had a 
whole weekend to catch up 
with the people you say a 
quick hello to on a Sunday 
morning or even, have a 
chat with someone you’ve 
never spoken to before. 
This meant that during our 
times together we where 
able to sit peacefully and 
listen to the talks given by 
Mike Greenwood and    
allow ourselves time to 
connect  or re-connect with 
God. 
 
It wasn’t just the adults that 
had a good time the         
children  where also fully 
catered for, they had their 
own ‘get - togethers’ when 
the adults met and had a 
great time in the adventure 
playground or in the 
grounds which they had all 
to themselves, it was good 
to see them have the      
freedom to go outside and  
play without parents 
having to worry about them  

Christ Church Debt Centre 
 
More details will be 
made public as we work 
out the practicalities.  
 
If you would be 
interested in being a 
counsellor, (courses 
come up on a regular 
basis) let Helen, Kelvin 
or Tim know. If you 
want to know what the 
training entails speak to 
Lynda Parle. 



The club is staffed by  
volunteers who are all 
CRB checked. 
 
We do many different       
activities at Holiday 
Club and try our best 
to keep the children 
busy right through 
each session. There 
are games, crafts, 
music, refreshments,      
stories, puppets and a 
drama which is 
performed by our 
volunteers for the 
children.   
Each year we have a 
group of people who 
lead each day and 

encourage 
the children 
to join in the 
fun. Last 
year we 
where lead 
by the      
Banana 
Boy’s, Ripe 
& Rotten 
who’s 
antics 
included 
wrapping   
people in tin 
foil (to 
make a suit of  armour) 
and     throwing shaving 
foam pies. 

If your child would like 
to come to Holiday 
Club this year you can 
get a registration form 
by ringing  264 8006 or 
you can download one 
from our website  
 christchurchwb.org.uk 
you can then email the 
form to the address on 
our website, hand it in 
to the parish office in 
Hartnup Street or just 
bring it with you on the 
day.    
 Registration forms will 
be available at the club 
if you haven’t         
managed to get one     
beforehand.  
 
Although the club runs 
for the  week children 
who cannot come for 
the whole week are 
welcome. 

Becoming church warden for Holy Trinity came 
as much as shock to me as it did to most; 
organisation has never been my strong point! 
But as the position was advertised in our weekly 
notice sheet I saw it as an      
opportunity to serve my 
God in a church that I love 
very much and maybe a 
chance to bring        
harmony and                  
progression  working   
alongside Nicola and Tim. In 
the short time I have held 
the post it has been a      
rollercoaster ride as our 
heating was  condemned and 
we had to hold our services    downstairs in the 
ABCC hall. 
 
 Despite this stressful period I feel that we are 
entering a period of growth and opportunity in 
our little church, new and diverse people come 
through our doors every week each bringing    
something new to our community and worship. 

For many years a   
summer holiday club 
has been run by Christ 
Church Walton Breck 
and this year is no   
exception.  
 
Our ‘Seaside Treasure’ 
holiday club will take 
place every morning 
from    

2nd to 6th August  
10am—12.30pm  

here at Christ Church 
Walton Breck opposite 
LFC) and is for         
Primary school aged 
children, 5-11 year 
olds. 

Free Children’s 
Summer Holiday Club 

Sadly we have also lost some much loved faces 
but we continue to grow as a community in the 
knowledge of God’s love. 
In an effort to make our two churches more 

united and more   accessible to people 
who may not be able to join us each 
Sunday to worship I have started an online 
group on Facebook called Anfield Living 
Church.  This group aims to be an  
interactive meeting place where we can all 
share our experiences of God’s  influence 
in our lives. People can leave messages,  
stories,  photographs and videos; we can 
also take part in discussions and use the 
group as a source of information similar 
to our notice sheet. The response to this 

group has been very positive but we do need 
more members so please spread the word or 
email me at r.houghton@blueyonder.co.uk   
for further information. 
 

                      Beccy Houghton,              
Warden at Holy Trinity 

A Wardens Tale 



 
 
 

                         Mark Ling & I                       
along with a group of other 
students are working through the 
company World Challenge, and 
the team is preparing to take 
part in a four week educational 
expedition to Bolivia which will 
involve a challenging trek and 
working in the communities, 
schools and orphanages. The 
project will take place in the 
summer of 2011. 

This is not just an average school 
trip and is certainly not a holiday. 
It is a challenging expedition that 
will significantly benefit the local 
community and will teach the 
team valuable life skills such as 
leadership, communication and 
working as a team. 

This starts with the fundraising 
for the expedition.  

Bolivia is in South America. 
Democratic civilian rule was 
established in 1982, but leaders 
have faced difficult problems of 
deep-seated poverty, social 
unrest, and illegal drug 
production. Bolivia is a 
developing country and so the 
country’s society looks to drug 
production as a source of 
wellbeing.  
Bolivia is the world’s third-
largest cultivator of coca (after 
Colombia and Peru) with an 
estimated 29,500 hectares under 
cultivation in 2007. We ask that 
you could pray for this country 
to help the leaders see that 
there are safer ways to generate 
money for their people to crack 
down on drug production and to 
find and use other means for a 
sound economy.  

 

This can be a series of events 
solely for fundraising with very 
diverse themes. For example the 
Night of Music by Andre Rieu to 
the Battle of the Bands held in St 
Margaret’s school. 
The Challengers who plan to go 
on these expeditions are to    
organise, plan and lead these 
events learning vital skills for the 
time in Bolivia.  
So far, with aid of these events,   
Mark and I are progressing with 
funds at a steady rate which is all 
due to the kind and caring 
donations of you and others 
known to the two of us. I would 
like to take this time to thank 
each and every one of you who 
have supported Mark and I both 
morally, financially or through 
prayer.  

                            What an Adventure   
                                         by Thomas Cowan  

 

 

The 10th Liverpool 
Boy’s Brigade based 
at Christ Church, 
Walton Breck have 
for the last couple of 
years been signed up 
with Liverpool 
Football Club’s 
Sweeperzone project 
which helps keep the 
area clean and tidy 
when there is a 
football match at the 
stadium.  
 
The boys are not 
required to attend at 
every match as many 

We are pleased to say 
that the Company has 
been presented with 
an award for the last 
two years for their 
Sweeperzone work  

 
Boy’s 
Brigade 
meets 
every 
Monday 
night at 
Christ 

Church from 6pm for 
ages 6-11 and 7.30pm 
onwards for ages 12 
and over. 

other groups are also 
involved with the 
project but when  it’s 
their turn a group of 
boys from the 
Company section and 
a member staff meet 
with a representative 
from the club and the 
other groups involved, 
each group is then 
given a specific area 
to pick up litter and 
rubbish around the 
stadium, this is for a 
two hour period  
before the match 
starts. When the boys   

have finished litter 
picking they return to 
the meeting point to 
receive a drink, 
chocolate bar and a 
ticket for entry to the 
ground to see the 
match. 
At the end of each 
season representatives 
from each group are 
invited to a 
presentation evening 
at L.F.C. where team 
players give awards in 
recognition of the 
work done by the 
groups.  

Boy’s Brigade Clean Up!      



For years now, I have been 
told by many people, 
“Sonya, have you ever 
thought about getting 
ordained?” or, “I really think 
God is calling you to be a 
vicar.”  Initially I was 
flattered but didn’t take it 
seriously – until one month 
in 2008 over 20 people 
made the same suggestion!  
At that point I could no 
longer brush it off, all those 
voices saying the same 
thing; maybe, just maybe, 
God was behind this.  
As I went on to reflect and 
pray more my own desire for 
ordination has grown. And 
now I am really excited that 
the Church of England agree 
with all those people and I 
will be starting ordination  
training in September at  

Trinity college in Bristol.   
It is amazing that God wants 
to use me, warts ‘n’ all: 
weaknesses, faults and 
chocolate cravings!  
When we went to live in 
Guatemala a few years ago. 
we were encouraged by 
these words from Proverbs:  
 

‘Trust in the LORD with all 
your heart and lean not on 
your own understanding; in 
all your ways acknowledge 
him, and he will make your 

paths straight.’  
 
A decade later those words 
are still a great encourage-
ment; taking this step into 
training for ordination means 
trusting God for many details 
and we ask for your prayers

as we prepare to move this           
summer. 
 
We are excited by this step 
on our journey with Christ 
but also very sad to leave 
Christ Church. The blow is 
softened by the knowledge 
that in 2 years we will move 
back to Liverpool Diocese for 
my curacy. 
 
 
 
               
          

 
 
 
  
 
By Sonya Doragh 

    How Many Times do I Have to Tell You? 

At Christ Church on 
Sunday 11th July at 11am 
we will be having a service 
that will celebrate the gifts 
and talents of our children 
and young people, from 
Crèche  all the way up to 
11+.  
They and their leaders have 
been working hard putting 
everything together and 
hope that everyone will 
come along and support 
them. 
After the service we will be 
having a BBQ for the whole 
congregation on our new 
patio. The BBQ is free but 
if you would like to make a 
contribution to the cost 
there will be the opportu-
nity to do so on the day. 

Come and Join 
the  

Celebration  
If you have food in the 
refrigerator, clothes on 
your back, a roof over your 
head and a place to sleep, 
you are richer than 75% of 
this world. 
If you have money in the 
bank, in your wallet and 
spare change in a dish 
somewhere, you are among 
the top 8% of the world’s 
wealthy. 
If you woke up this 
morning with more health 
than illness, you are more 
blessed than the million 
who will not survive this 
week. 
If you have never 
experienced the danger of 
battle, the loneliness of 
imprisonment, the agony of 
torture, or the pangs of 
starvation, you are ahead 
of 500 million people in 
this world. 

If you can attend a church 
meeting without fear of 
harassment, arrest, torture 
or death, you are more 
blessed than  three billion 
people in the world. 
If you hold up your head 
with a smile o your face 
and are truly thankful, you 
are blessed because the 
majority can, but most do 
not. 
If you can hold someone’s 
and, hug them or even 
touch them on the 
shoulder, you are blessed 
because you can offer 
healing touch. 
If you can read this 
message, you are more 
blessed than over two 
billion people in the world 
who cannot read at all. 

Be Thankful! 


