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What a Fantastic 
Day!!!! 

The sun shone, the crowds 
came, all the brilliant 
performers did their stuff, 
the train rides 
and the 
bouncy castles 
thrilled the 
children, the 
face 
painting  was 
brilliant, the 
crepes, the barbecue, the 
chocolate fountain, the 
jacket potatoes and the 
afternoon teas were 
scrumptious, all the stalls 

with the weird and 
wonderful....Ted held it all 
together and Tony Snell did a 
great job in opening the 
day.......the big question still 
remains what happened to 

the donkeys? 
Monday 4th June 
was our 
community Gala 
and Jubilee Party 
held outside in 
Hartnup St and 
thanks to the all 

the effort of Glynis and her 
team it was a fantastic day in 
celebrating in true 
community spirit the Queens 
Diamond Jubilee. 

Glynis writes......although I am 
naturally a bit of an organizer 
(ask Keith!) I have never                    
undertaken anything as big as 
this before. I would have loved 
to have gone down to London 
for the jubilee but when I was   
thinking about it , I got a very 
real sense that God was want-
ing me to organise a party for 
the whole community. We               
estimated that between 800 
and 1000 people came to the 
event during the course of the 
day. We even got the one                     
decent days weather during a 
week of nonstop rain.   

At the end of April this year, Holy Trinity decided to 
celebrate the completion of our roof work with an 
open day. 
As many of you are aware, our roof repairs have been 
a long and disruptive process but with help and 
prayers, Holy Trinity has rallied together to turn 
things around. The Open Day was intended as a thank 
you to the congregation and an opportunity to invite 
the local community in to join our celebration,                    
running for 11 am till 2.30 pm. 
Many local business' were invited to take part in the 
event with Paul Crowley Solicitors providing free 
legal advice. Also present there were representatives 
from the debt counselling service 
who are situated in Christ Church. 
Our congregation provided a table 
top sale and a refreshments stall, 
raising approximately £150. There was face painting 
and other children activities which were very popular. 

Our band performed a set, including 
new songs to the church such as 
"Blessed be Your name" and "All be-
cause of Jesus," whilst Josephine and 
Victoria also sung "You Laid aside 
Your Majesty." 
One of the most positive outcomes was 

the creation of the prayer 
corner, a quiet area for 
reflection and prayer 
with information of cur-
rent issues to prayer for 
and a suggestions box for 
people to leave prayer 
requests relevant to 
themselves.  The decision was made to keep this 
prayer corner even after our Open Day, it has been 
very well received. 
 

 

  

 God bless the Queen  
how some of the people in Walton Breck celebrated 



In September Louise [my 
daughter] and I are off to 
Uganda, in particular to visit 
the village of Ogongora a  
community we have already 
heard some amazing stories 
about in church. Like Richard 
who turned his life around after                  
being caught up in alcohol now 
through the encouragement of 
the local church runs his own 
business, has built a new house 
and has the addition of a new 
baby!   Or Moses 
12 year old 
‘football mad’ 
boy [don’t tell 
Dave  Cooper, 
he’s a Man U 
fan] whose              
family including himself, have  
malaria; they did not have             
mosquito nets.  

The church helped them see 
ways of earning money and so 
bought their own nets and other 
necessary things to improve the 
quality of their lives.                                          
These stories and others made 
me want to see something of 
what it’s like to be a part of 
church that is bringing about 
such physical and spiritual                           
transformation to the life of the 
village.   
It is not long ago that the church 
was burned down, now it is a 
vibrant Christian community 
making a real difference.  
 
We will only be there ten days 
but this is not part of an                         
organised trip, as someone              
described it  ‘under our own 
steam’ all part of my daughters 
plan! 

We will meet up with Pastor 
Simon Peter in Kampala, who 
came to visit us in June last 
year and then travel north east 
to Ogongora spending some 
staying in the village hopefully, 
trying not to be a tourist.             
Tearfund are helping us plan 
our routes and assisting us with 
medical advice.  Boys Brigade 
are lending me their video  
camera so I should be able to 
bring back some good pictures 
to show. I promise not to bore 
you.    

Kelvin 
Moses 

Ogongora and their                
new Church. 

Following on from Shirley and Dave’s goodbye in 
June, it’s now the time for Eric and I to also leave 
and say goodbye.  Both of us have been at Christ 
Church and the preceding churches all our lives and 
it will be a real wrench to move to Bootle and leave 
you all behind.  However, it seems that as soon as 
you get comfortable in a house or a church, God 
has other plans in store for you that you didn’t    
foresee and that bring a whole new challenge to 
your life. 
I guess Abraham struggled leaving Mesopotamia 
behind to go to Canaan – he wasn’t young either!!!  
I guess Joseph wasn’t too keen about being forced 
to go to Egypt when his brothers sold him into slav-
ery – at least you haven’t traded us in for a new 
model ……or maybe that’s Andy!!! 
The Bible is full of stories of God’s people leaving 
their homes and lives behind and God was with 
them as they journeyed somewhere else.  That’s 
how I believe Eric and I will cope.  Hopefully God 
knows what’s going on…at the time of writing we 
have a water leak; an alarm fault; and an ant hill in 
the Vicarage we are going to…but nothing as bad 
as Moses and Joshua as they approached the prom-
ised land. 
I pray that Christ Church and Holy Trinity will con-
tinue to be places of great Christian fellowship that  

unite and strengthen Christian belief and encourage 
others in Anfield and Everton to find and develop 
their faith and support those who are struggling.  You 
have certainly been a great source of support and             
inspiration, not only recently but going back many, 
many years as we’ve seen different clergy and church 
workers come and go but also many, many strong lay 
believers living out their lives for God in this place, 
despite illness, bereavement, family problems,                     
unemployment and all the things that life throws at us.  
It’s impossible to name individuals but it’s certainly 
true to say we have much to learn from each                      
other – young and old; clergy and lay; male and               
female; leaders and followers even Christians and 
those in our community who aim to do good but 
would not call themselves Christians.  God uses all of 
us, sometimes when we don’t know it ourselves but 
usually when we work with him.  It’s then most              
powerfully that those who don’t believe can recognise 
God – when we, with all our weakness, open                    
ourselves to him and allow ourselves to be directed by 
him for the benefit of others. 
May God bless you as you continue to be his helpers 
here and please pray that we may have the courage 
and strength we need to be God’s helpers to the peo-
ple of Bootle.  We will continue to pray for you and 
remember you all with love and affection. 

Eric & June Asquith 



With so many of us getting or-
dained deacon and then priested 
(in recent times, myself, Andy 
and June, with Shirley and 
Sonya's  ordination coming up) 
it seems like we are in and out 
of  the  Cathedral all the time. 
Yet this does not take anything 
away from the service, for     

myself this felt like the end of a very long     
journey which started many years ago. I first 
looked at  ordination when I was in my twenties, 
but only started the formal process seven years 
ago when I was Parish Evangelist in St Mary’s 
Old Harlow. Any thoughts of ordination where 
put on the back burner on the advice of Bishop 
David when I took up my post as associate min-
ister in Walton Breck in 2007. As he said “Tim, 
lets wait until you have got your under the table 
at Holy Trinity”. Then, having waited for what 
seemed forever, after a slow start, in the Spring 
of 2010, I went to see the Bishops advisor on 
Ordination. Things really speeded up, within a 
few months I was sent off on a selection confer-
ence, and from there, because of my prior       
experience, I only had to do 2 years training,      
getting ordained deacon in the middle of the two 
years.  It was with great  excitement that I was 
able to take my first  communion service  with 
the congregation at Holy Trinity a week after 
priesting which for me has been one of the   
highlights in my time in Walton Breck. 
 

Rev. Tim Stanford 

 
Thomas Cowan receiving 
his Queen's badge from 
Colonel Sir David Tripper, 
Deputy Lieutant of                 
Lancashire Sunday 20th 
May at Ellis Hall                         
Lancashire Constabulary    
Training Centre.  
The Queen's Badge is the 
highest award given in the 
Boy's Brigade.  
 
 

Congratulations to Thomas, 

As we approached our priesting 
on June 10th I don’t know what 
shocked me more the fact we 
were being ordained priests and 
the added responsibility and 
privilege  that brings or how 
quickly a year had passed! 
In the week leading up to our 
ordination we spent 3 days on 

retreat in Foxhill retreat centre. We had a really 
good and relaxing time. Our retreat was led by 
Bishop Jack Nicholls, former Bishop of          
Sheffield, who spoke to us about our role in a 
simple yet very challenging way. He continued 
this theme as he preached during the ordination     
service calling us all “a beautiful mess” words 
of encouragement indeed! 
As I had the year before I approached the ser-
vice slightly skeptically looking on it as just an-
other check point along the way. I do however 
have to say it was a very moving service it felt 
incredibly powerful and special when the 
Bishop laid hands on us. 
Finishing the day by doing my first Communion 
service was a real privilege, even if I felt half 
asleep, it was nice to be able to come back with 
my church family and be able to share that day 
with them in a real and tangible way.  I feel 
privileged to be called by God to serve him in 
this area and look forward with both fear and 
excitement to see how  my ministry unfolds. 

Rev. Andy Brown 

 

 
 



On Sunday 25th March we celebrated 25 years of 
the opening of Christ Church. On the Friday we 
were able to see a video of the closing service at 
St Saviours and then the opening service of 
Christ Church in 1998, this helped 
us to                     recognise some-
thing of our history and to prepare 
us for our service of celebration on 
the Sunday. What a good day it 
was, as old friends came from afar 
to join us with many former clergy 
being with us including the Rev 
John Stanley who had been instrumental in the 
vision of the building of Christ Church. In the                      
photograph can be seen Ian Hague one of the 
first Church Wardens, Rev Andrew Stott, one 
timer member of the congregation becoming 
later a Reader, then an ordained curate, with his 

back the Rev Steve Pierce, second Vicar of 
Christ Church [plus latest addition to his                
family], Penny and Emma present members of 
Christ Church. The day proved to be a great 

celebration with our guest preacher 
Rev.....and to challenge us in to the 
future Rev Malcolm Dean [first 
Vicar of Christ Church] plus a won-
derful banquet. And who could for-
get..Stew? [ you will have to ask if 
you were not there]. 
 

To keep us in step with our purpose the follow-
ing day and for the rest of the week 200 children 
from our local schools visited us to join in our 
‘Journey through Easter, ‘an interactive experi-
ence of Easter, with drama, music and craft. It 
was tiring but very good fun. 

 

We will be doing things a bit differently                       
at Christ Church during the summer                   

this year! 

Run …for the Prize                                    
From Wednesday 1st to Friday 3rd August we 

will be having our usual Holiday Club 

 ******* 

                                             

Monday 6th August –We will be visited by  
AnimalsTake Over who will bring with them 
various small animals that the children can              

handle and find out about. There will also be 
games and craft. 

******* 

Monday 13th August– To celebrate 
the Olympics we will be having an 

Olympic themed games day. It won’t 
just be games there will be other             

activities too.                                                                
All of the above will take place between  

10am and 12.30pm.                                                                    
A registration form must be completed on                 

arrival by a responsible adult. 

Here’s to the next 25 years! 



My story begins many 
years ago and even though I have 
tried to run from GOD he draws me 
ever nearer. One such time was 
when I was expecting Jordan, Rich-
ard was away in the navy and Chel-
sea was just                       approach-
ing three years old. I had a recall 
from the woman’s hospital after a 
triple test came back. So to the hos-

pital I went with Chelsea. When they told me I had 
to have amniocentesis, why? A what? They told me 
I had a one in 25 chance of having a child with 
Down syndrome 
I came home stunned, phoned my mother-in-law Jan 
and asked her what I should do? They wanted to do 
this straight away as I was approaching 20 weeks. 
Jan told me to get in touch with the navy family ser-
vices. I phoned them and they told me they would 
do all they could. 
Family services got Richard home the next day, but 
that night I prayed and turned to my bible for Gods 
help. I read James 5 v 13 à the end. I needed to pray 
for forgiveness, this prayer helped me many times, 
the prayer of Faith. 
When Richard returned I was in such a state he said 
lets go and see Kelvin and Margaret. This shocked 
me as Richard says he didn’t believe. We told them 
all what was happening. Even that the hospital had 
offered us termination. The possibilities of losing 
our child were high in this procedure. We discussed 
our situation then we prayed together, even Richard. 
We went to the hospital to have the procedure. A 
large needle is passed through your tummy and into 
the embryotic sack where fluid is drawn off. As they 

them stop. Richard made them stop but the nurse 
was not pleased. I said God does not want me to do 
this, her response was “what has God got to do with 
it?” we told her that he had everything to do with it. 
We left hospital never to return until labour started. 
Many weeks of prayers and trusting in God went by. 
The week before I had Jordan I was in church I felt a 
wonderful presence a total belonging. I asked God to 
forgive all my sins and I felt he really had. I felt to-
tally at piece reading John 14 v 27 peace I leave it 
with you. My peace I give you, I do not give to you 
as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled 
and don’t be afraid. 
One week later on Sunday morning 7th May 2000. I 
was on my way to church and my labour started.   
Richard was at home this weekend so we took Chel-
sea to a friends and off to hospital. We had also been 
told we were having a girl. So when Jordan was born 
we were shocked we he was a boy a healthy bounc-
ing boy 9lb 2oz. thank the Lord. This is God’s work. 
But, six days after, Jordan began to have fits over 
and over again. We rushed to Alder hay, I was angry 
with everyone even GOD, why? As I looked at Jor-
dan with wires everywhere tears fell I said my 
prayers I am so sorry Lord I know he will be safe 
with you having faith means sometimes letting go. 
One week later we went home he does have epilepsy 
but, that is just a  little special extra.  Remember 
your never alone               especially when you have 
a relationship with GOD. JOHN 10:28 I GIVE 
THEM ETERNAL LIFE, AND THEY SHALL 
NEVER PERISH. 
This experience has given me great faith and I am in 
awe of just how great our God is. 

Christ Church Debt Advice Centre has now been 
open for nearly two years, as we have started to  

establish ourselves in the community the number of 
people coming to us for advice has grown. 

 
We are now desperately in need of new                   

volunteers to help during the day and in the                      
evening. 

 
If you have thought about volunteering but then 

thought it is not for you we would encourage you to 
come along an see what we do it might not be as 

scary as you think! 
 
 

Please speak to Helen Purcell or Linda Parle if you 
would like to find out more. 

 

                             



 

As I said in my previous ‘Faith 
Journey’ I became a Christian 
in 1980 and two years later, 
1982, after much prayer, my 
husband Kelvin also became a 
Christian.  We at this time were 
Licensees of the Red Lion Pub/
Restaurant, Bryn, near Wigan.  
To my utter surprise Kelvin 
told me one day, only 18 
months after his coming to a 
living faith in Christ, that he 
had this strong feeling  that 
God was calling him out of the 
pub business  into some kind of 
full time Christian ministry, but 
didn’t know what.  He signed 
up for a Vocation Weekend at 
Trinity College, Bristol. Unfor-
tunately, in all his interviews 
with different people there, no 
one seemed to know what di-
rection a ‘Publican’ should go 
in.  They didn’t think that he 
would cope with the academic 
Studies required for the Or-
dained Ministry, so home Kel-
vin came feeling confused and 
downhearted.  Thankfully, 
though the last person to inter-
view him said that he might be 
suited to London Inner City 
Mission or Church Army.  We 
had never heard of either of 
these organisations – BUT does 
God have a way of speaking 
clear and loud when He needs 
to.  The very next Sunday as I 
picked up my Church of                
England newspaper from 
church, there right on the              
centre pages was a BIG advert 
for people to contact Church 
Army if they believed that they 
had a desire to share their faith 
with others.  This we both had 
been doing at every                           
opportunity in our pub, both 
with staff and customers alike.   

To cut a long story short, after 
several interviews with Church 
Army personnel, we left Wigan 
in 1985, headed for London 
where Church Army Training 
College was based at that time, 
where Kelvin started his 3 year 
training as a Church Army 
Evangelist.  I was able to get a 
job straight away which                        
enabled us to have food on the 
table as there were no training 
grants available, every student 
had to fund themselves.  God 
his good though and not only 
did we have enough for our-
selves, but often fed some of 
the single students also. 
Whilst there, we had a very 
good ‘Wives Group.’ Our                            
husband where being trained at 
college for ministry, so as 
wives we didn’t want to be left 
behind spiritually, so we too 
met and discussed the                      
scriptures together to learn how 
they apply to everyday life.  
Some college staff were very 
good as they sometimes would 
meet with us to discuss                   
particular tricky issues that we 
might come up against in                 
parish life.  All in all, they were 
a very valuable 3 years.  A real 
privilege to be able to take time 
out to hopefully grow and ma-
ture in our faith together as a 
couple.  Kelvin was                                
Commissioned as a Church 
Army Captain in June 1988.                     
Life since then has never been 
dull – first we went to                             
Kingswood, Bristol. Quite a 
culture shock being from the 
North of England.  However, a 
beautiful part of the country to 
live and work.  Met many 
lovely folk there, was part of a 
church wanting to take the 
Good News of Jesus Christ out 

into the community and to 
grow in faith together.  We         
actually lived in Mounthill 
Road, and if you read John 
Wesley’s life story, he 
preached in the open air to the 
miners there. 
When the time came to leave 
there, both Kelvin and I really 
wanted to move back north 
again to be nearer to our                     
family.  This led to our first 
experience of Liverpool, Page 
Moss to be exact.  One of the 
most deprived areas at the time.  
It was a real eye opener,               
moving from Kingswood, but 
thankfully, the folk in Trinity 
Church welcomed us with open 
arms and hearts and a                     
wonderful sense of humour.  
We move just before Christmas 
and we had a ‘real baby’ in the 
crib.  We learned more in 3 
years in that parish then 6 in 
the previous parish.  The                 
children on that estate held a 
big place in our hearts. 
We have now been in                       
Liverpool 3 times, we did                  
return back to our home town 
of Wigan for a short time, but 
soon realised that the home in 
our hearts is here.  There is no 
other place were the sense of 
humour is the same. 
As Christians we are on a               
journey together, and long may 
that be.  One of my favourite 
saying is:-                                               

PLEASE 
BE                    
PATIENT  - 
GOD              
HASN’T 
FINISHED 
WITH ME 
YET!!! 


