
I spotted two houses 

decorated with Christmas 

trees and with decorations 

on November 5th! Big 

stores have had them up 

since the summer or so it 

seems. 

 

Is this a sign of the times? 

Shops wanting us to buy 

our Christmas presents 

earlier to boost their 

flagging sales. 

 

Is the rush to get our 

Christmas decorations up 

earlier a sign that we want 

to cheer ourselves up? 

 

The „credit crunch‟ 

continues to take its toll, 

cuts in services, rising costs 

for fuel cause people to 

worry. Perhaps these things 

make everything look rather 

gloomy. 

 

Does the celebration of the 

birth of Jesus have any 

meaning or purpose to all 

that is affecting us at 

present? 

 

 

Certainly the gift of eternal life that 

we can receive because of Jesus  is  

„handy!‟ But perhaps something we 

do not want to be thinking about just 

yet. So what about life now? 

 

Jesus‟ birth ushered in another 

alternative world that we can be a 

part of though a real living 

relationship with Him. A world that 

causes us to look  at our lives in new 

ways, challenges to live more 

courageously and generously and 

ultimately changes us!   

 

This is part of the „light‟ that we are 

offered in the gift of Jesus [there is 

more!] and that we remember at 

Christmas. This is our joy in the 

midst of the darkness and our hope  

in the midst of the struggles. 

 

We hope you might join us at one of 

our Christmas acts of worship either 

at Christ Church, Walton Breck Rd 

or Holy Trinity, Breck Rd and 

discover for yourselves that our 

lives can be so different because 

Christmas starts with Christ . 
 

 

Has Christmas started early? 

 

 

 

Sunday 18th December  
11am   ‘Bethlehem this Way’ 

Let our young people take you 
on a journey through the    

Christmas story. 
 

6.30pm Carols by Torchlight,       
Traditional carols and  more!! 

Please bring a torch 
 

Saturday 24th December 
11pm Holy Communion & Carols 

Take time out to relax,                                   
worship and recall what               
Christmas is all about.                    

 

Holy Trinity,        

Breck Road 
 

Sunday 18th December 
4pm Carol Service 

We will be joined by the choir 
from Deeper Life Church             

 

Saturday 24th December 
4:00pm Christingle Service 

 

Sunday December 25th 
11am Holy Communion 

Sunday 25th December 
 11am    'It's a boy!'                   

Holy Communion for                         
all the  family 

Bring one of your presents! 
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Also with a deep sense of gratitude I thank all the 
people who supported me with their presence at 
the service and their continued prayers for       
myself and Sarah. 

 
From Andy Brown 
Experience of the Day:  
The ordination day seemed to take     
forever to arrive but when it did it all 
seemed such a whirl and was over in a 
flash. We had spent three relaxing days 
on retreat on Loyola preparing for the 
big day. When we got up on the day it 
was funny seeing how uncomfortable 
everybody looked in their dog collars for 
the first time. The service was far more 
enjoyable than I expected and at times 
very moving.  
 
Fears:  

From a family point of view it is a bit daunting 
settling into a new church although everybody 
has been really  welcoming and made us feel 
part of the church family already. A big step will 
be moving house. We hope to move into the 
area early January and although exciting this is 
another big change we face as a family and we 
hope to settle in as quickly as possible. 
 
Joys of the Future: 
We look forward to being part of what for us is a 
new community. On a personal level I hope that 
although ordained, people will see me as still a 
normal bloke. I look forward with both excitement                       
and a level of  apprehension to see how God 
wants to use both me as a minister and us as a 
family in this area. Whilst we are here I hope we 
are both a blessing to and greatly blessed by 
those we meet. 
 

Tim & Andy 

Curates are like buses! 
You wait for years and then three come along one after 
the other. After the diocese suggested June stayed at 
Walton Breck to undertake her curacy [on the job further 
training]  then Tim being ordained and 
finally  Andrew arriving, it does seem we 
have  an abundance of clergy. Plus two 
excellent Readers, Eileen and Paul and 
now Jackie  beginning  training as a 
Reader. Rumours have been circulating     
Kelvin is taking early retirement [unless 
he has done that already] Read what 
both Tim and Andy thought of their     
ordinations. 
 
From Tim Stanford 
I had been thinking about getting       
ordained on and off over the last six 
years. On arriving in my present post as 
assistant Minister at Holy Trinity. I was 
advised by Bishop David to put any thought of ordina-
tion on hold until I had settled into my present post.             
So in the spring of last year I went to see the Bishop’s      
Advisor on Ordination.  
 
From that time on, things seem to have happened at 
break neck speed. I now find myself with a dog collar 
round my neck (not all the time) which is taking a bit of 
getting used to. 
 
The day of my ordination felt very special, with family, 
both Church and genetic, there to support me. I did not 
know what to expect from the service, but I found the 
whole experience to have been one of real joy and a 
deep sense of awe. Yet their was quite a bit of me that 
could not quite believe that this was actually happening. 
I feel like I am still processing the significance of that 
day and what it will mean for the rest of my life and    
ministry service.  

 

 

1st July 2012 will be a big day for both Shirley and Sonya and their 

families, as they are both ordained deacon in Liverpool Cathedral. 

Shirley will be curate at St Stephen's Church, Gateacre and          

Sonya will be curate at St Peter's Church, Woolton.     

Details of the service will be published nearer the time. 

Shirley & Sonya   

 

What a fine bunch! 

Two groups of people this year       

experienced confirmation preparation, 

some already had been confirmed and 

were re-dedicating their lives, and the 

rest committing their lives to Jesus as 

Lord for the first time. We look       

forward to seeing them mature in their 

faith. 



On my return from Bolivia, I would like to thank 

Christ Church for its grant towards my World 

Challenge Expedition that took place in July. This 

money came as a great support to me and I am very 

grateful for this aid which was used to pay for the 

expedition and essential equipment needed for my 

time while in Bolivia.  

 

In preparation for the expedition to Bolivia, I 

worked on other fundraising events, which were also 

helpful in reaching my goal. I organised, and had 

been a part of car washes, cake sales, car boot sales, 

abseils and a Battle of the Bands contest. These 

events were supported by family and friends and 

along with the grant were instrumental in allowing 

me to travel to and work in Bolivia.  

 

I have found this support to be a witness to how the 

family of Christ helps and supports through the 

different journeys which we each travel and upon 

departure to arrival will never leave them.  

 

I would like to thank everyone in Christ Church and 

the PCC for supporting me in events held in the 

church building and elsewhere.  

 

 

Tom in Bolivia 

Whilst in Bolivia, I worked alongside my fellow 

World Challengers in completing  maintenance 

work, painting the interior of an orphanage. 

  

The orphanage was 

inhabited by 20 to 30 

children, aged 

between 2 and 14 

years old. These 

children each craved 

attention and during 

my time there I was 

able to help the children‟s quality of life improve 

through our work. It was amazing to see how the 

children in this orphanage enjoyed playing with 

simple toys and work gloves more than they would 

ever enjoy a games console or watching a 

television. On the last day, there was a real sense 

of achievement and fun as we bought each of the 

children an ice cream and had brought them each a 

gift from the UK, including some small musical 

instruments provided by the 11+ Group. 

 

I really enjoyed my time in Bolivia and hope to do 

something similar in the future. I‟d like to thank 

the congregation of Christ Church once more, as 

without your support and funding I would have 

found it difficult to raise the full amount needed to 

go to Bolivia. 

 

Thomas Cowan 

 

Mark Ling was also part of the trip and like Tom 

had a memorable trip 

Tom  

painting a 

wall in the 

orphanage 

My thoughts on becoming a               

Reader by Jackie Donlan 

 

At first I kept thinking “What am I 

doing?” I felt scared and nervous 

of the unknown and taking on another course. As 

God began to speak to me more I knew it was 

what I wanted to do . 

 

I am looking forward to having a deeper                        

understanding of the traditions of the Church of       

England and developing my walk with God as I 

am challenged by the Reader course, and of 

course finishing the training and surviving in one 

piece.  [Jackie‟s training will take two years] 

Join us on Friday 9th December at Christ Church , 

6.30pm for Carols, mince pies and hot drinks as we 

switch the lights on our Nativity Crib. 

 



As some of you may know, 

our holiday in America this 

year turned into an „adventure‟ 

when we became stranded in 

New York due to Hurricane 

Irene and ended up staying an 

extra six days. However, our 

„adventure‟ began five days 

earlier on a two day trip to 

Washington.  

 

On our second day we decided 

to do some shopping, after a 

couple of hours we stopped for 

some lunch. We ordered our 

food then while we were 

waiting for it to arrive we 

heard and felt a rumble 

underground and thought it 

was a train passing through. It 

was only when the whole 

world around us shook 

violently that we realised it 

was something else which 

turned out to be the first 

earthquake in Washington for 

120 years, measuring 5.9 on 

the Richter Scale!! 

 

As you can imagine, this was a 

terrifying experience, not only 

for us but also for the locals 

there who had never 

experienced an earthquake 

before and initially none of us 

knew what it was. My 

immediate thought was that it 

was a bomb down by the 

White House from which we 

were feeling the „aftershock‟ 

and someone in the restaurant 

ran to the window and shouted 

„Twister‟ so my second 

thought was that it was a 

tornado. It was only after 

going outside to see everyone 

evacuate the surrounding 

buildings that we realised it 

was an earthquake.  

 

My overriding concern was to 

get my family away from the 

area as it was very built-up and 

there was absolute chaos on 

the streets.  

 

We were all terrified and a 

little panic-stricken as we 

were so far from where we 

needed to be to get our bus 

back to New York which 

was due  about two hours 

later and I wanted to get to 

an open space in case the 

earthquake was a forerunner 

to a much bigger one.  

 

We ended up walking in 

single file down the middle 

of the road frantically 

looking for a taxi and I 

thought we had no chance of 

getting one as cars couldn‟t 

get through easily and 

everyone else would be 

looking for taxis too. 

 

As we walked I could see in 

the distance a car with a taxi 

light on its top which was 

just sitting there with no-one 

else paying it any attention. 

It looked to me as if no-one 

else could see this taxi. I 

shouted to Aly and the kids 

to run with me to get it, 

while all the time I was 

thinking „we won‟t get this, 

someone else will either be 

in it or will get in it before 

we reach it‟, but no, it just 

sat there until we got to it. I 

looked inside and the driver 

was just sitting there writing 

something in a notebook. 

When I asked him if he was 

free – „yeah sure, hop in‟ he 

replied, „where do you want 

to go?‟ I couldn‟t believe it, 

amongst all the chaos, there 

was a taxi sitting waiting to 

take us back to our hotel and 

the area where our bus 

station was.  

 

 

We chatted to the driver 

about what had happened 

and he said he hadn‟t felt 

the earthquake as he was on 

the road at the time, and 

hadn‟t really known what 

was happening until he 

heard it on his car radio. 

However, in my mind I was 

questioning how he got to 

this densely populated area 

of Washington in a time of 

complete chaos on the roads 

and how he ended up sitting 

in a spot where we would 

see him and why no-one 

else had seen him and got in 

his taxi. He drove us slowly 

and carefully through the 

crowds back to where we 

needed to be. 

 

Alyson‟s Housegroup had 

been looking at Angels over 

the summer and we firmly 

believe that this taxi driver 

was our angel sent by God 

to protect us, watch over us 

and get us to where we 

needed to be to catch our 

bus back to New York.  

 

For me, the sequence of 

events happened in such a 

way that there can be no 

other explanation; I‟ve 

played it over in my mind a 

thousand times and reach 

the same conclusion – we 

were protected by an angel 

from God at one of the 

most frightening times for 

us as a family and for which 

I thank God every day! 

 

For he will command his     
angels concerning                      
you to guard you in                        

all your ways                     
Psalm 91:11 

 
 

    Ian Christiansen  

Angels & Taxis 


